A  PERIOD OF ANXIETY

ful cruisers Pelayo, of 9,000 tons, and Carlos V, of
9,200 tons, while the total displacement of my whole
squadron was only 19,098 tons. They were so well
protected as to be in the armored class. They had
two 12.6-inch and four n-inch guns, while my largest
calibre was 8-inch. Alone, they were an equal an-
tagonist for my squadron.

Therefore, my desire for the prompt arrival of at
least one of the monitors was even more keen than
when I had expressed it in the cable of June 12. On
account of their low freeboard, scarcely meant for
transoceanic cruises, the monitors must make very
slow progress. But once the Monterey arrived I had
an armored vessel with two 12 and two 10 inch guns,
which, though it could manoeuvre at only eight knots,
was able to deliver telling blows and withstand a fire
which would have been most damaging to my un-
armored cruisers.

With a superior squadron of the enemy coming,
with the many perplexities of the blockade, while I
waited on the arrival of the monitors and the trans-
ports with troops, the latter days of June were full
of care for myself and staff. In every cable from
Washington we looked for fresh news about Camara
and hoped for decisive action by our troops and our
squadron at Santiago which would effectually dispose
of Cervera's squadron, thus leaving Admiral Samp-
son's ships ready for any fresh emergency. Once
Camara was past Suez, with sufficient coal for thellow It was my aim to dofed
